The beginning of mining activities in the Vo sges Mountains can be placed in the Celtic-Roman period. A fi rst phase of intensive mining took place in the Early Middle Age. But these activities came to an end almost everywhere until the "Gol den Age" of Vo sges mining during the 16th century. A second flourishing period can be traced from the beginning of the 18th to the 19th century. But technical progress could not prevent the exhaustion of most of the mines. The last mine in the district of Sainte Marie aux Mines was cIosed in 1940. Today, a fluorite mine in Maxonchamp I Anschrift des Ve rfassers: Dr. Matthias
